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Marijuana 
 Methods of extracting 

THC. 

 The danger of butane 
extractions. 

 How vaporizers are being 
used. 

 Edibles. 

 The effects of marijuana on 
teenagers. 
 

 

 



 MARIJUANA - CANNABIS 

Marijuana comes from the Cannabis plant. (Indica & 
Sativa) 
 
 
The THC in marijuana causes psychoactive effects by 
changing brain functions which result in alterations 
in perception, mood, or consciousness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marijuana Use 
 

Marijuana may be smoked in a rolling paper, 
cigar wrapper, a pipe, a bong or a  vaporizer.   
 

Marijuana  edible use has increased and can be 
consumed by mixing it with food, candy, or 
drinks. This has become more common due to 
the use of medical marijuana and legalization. 
 

Patches and tinctures. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.drugfreeworld.org/drugfacts/marijuana/the-harmful-effects.html
http://www.drugfreeworld.org/drugfacts/marijuana/the-harmful-effects.html


What is in your Marijuana? 
Marijuana is sometimes laced with other, more powerful 
drugs, such as anxiety medications, crack cocaine, synthetic 
drugs,  or PCP (phencyclidine - a powerful 
hallucinogen)(pesticides).   

 

How much THC is in your marijuana? 

 

 420 – is a code name for smoking marijuana. 

 

 710 – spells OIL backwards and is being used as a code to 
dab / vape marijuana oils. 

 



Marijuana, hashish, and oils are some of the by-products 
of the cannabis plant.  

 

 Hash and oils are usually 
made from the pure resin 
or crystals called trichomes 
collected from the 
flowering tops of the 
female cannabis plant.  

 

 Trichomes contain higher 
levels of THC   

 



Producing Hash (resinous)  from 
marijuana 

Trichomes Old Extraction Method 



 
 
 

New drug of choice! 
 

 VAPING & DABBING 
usually require THC 
extracts made with the use 
of butane or other 
substances such as, 
alcohol, cold water, 
coconut oil, butter, etc. 

 One hit is equal to 20 
joints. (Reported by DEA) 

 Others sources report one 
hit is equal to 2 joints. 

 

 

 

 



Some street names of THC (concentrates) 
extracts used to vape or dab 

Usually around 50 % to 80% THC 



 Price of THC Extracts 
THC extracts contain higher levels of THC than smoking 

dry traditional marijuana. 

 

 THC Extracts sell from $40.00 to $90.00 a gram.  

 One(1) pound (453 grams) of marijuana may yield 
90 grams of THC extracts.  

 $40 x 90 grams = $3,600. 

 $90 x 90 grams = $8,100. 

 



Newest THC Extract THC-A 
Crystalline 



Crystalline THC-A 

$200 x 453 gr = $90,600 

Guild Extracts, a Southern California Company, states it is not using solvents to 
create crystalline.  (no by-products like butane) 



Price of Dry Marijuana 
Usually 10% to 25% THC 

One gram of marijuana averages $10.00 
453 grams in one pound. 

453 grams x $10.00 = $4,530.00 per pound 
.32 grams average amount of marijuana in a joint – App. 84 joints in one ounce.  

84 joints at $5.00 a piece = $420. 



 
 
 

VAPORIZERS – used to smoke marijuana 
 

Marijuana’s by-products 

wax, daps, oils, shatter 
May contain up to 99% THC 



Vaping vs Smoking 
 Students believe that because you are not inhaling smoke it 

is safer.  

 There is very little odor so it is difficult for others to detect. 

 Easily concealable and requires less raw marijuana. 

 Greater “high” due to higher concentrations of THC. 

 Vaporizer are being produced to not look like a vaporizer.  

 

 What will be the future effects??? 
 Quality of vapors??? 

 Increase in the level of THC??? 

  



Extracting THC with butane 



Marijuana is placed inside a turkey baster, coffee filter attached to 
one end, butane canister attached to other end and dispensed 
 

 “ 



The butane extracts the THC from 
the marijuana 

A liquid mixture of butane and THC 



VAPING 



Dabbing – excessive heat provides 
for a greater amount of product 

Pastry torch 



RI Seized - Butane Extraction System 



Butane THC Extraction 
 Butane used to extract THC from marijuana can be 

extremely dangerous.  
 The state of Colorado has had a 167% increase in butane 

hash oil explosions.   
 In 2015, the State of RI had four fires/explosions; 

 Providence mill fire, South Kingstown house fire (1 death), 
West Warwick and Westerly – condo fire. 

 DEA reports 30 similar fires/explosions across 6 New 
England states during the past 16 months. (2014 – 2015) 

 In 2014, there were hundreds of BHO fires nationwide. 
 The District of RI, US Atty’s Office has indicted subjects 

responsible for the dangerous production of BHOs. 



Production of Shatter, Brittle. 



Shatter, brittle Production 
Hash in small screen bag 

Parchment paper and hair 
straightener 



Shatter, brittle production 
Scrapping from paper  End result – hence name 



Shatter 
Collected from Parchment 

paper 
Ready to be smoked 

Dabber 



Edibles 



Marijuana Edibles - dangerous 

3 

Colorado limits a standard serving size of edibles to 10 mg of THC, and 
limits a package to 10 servings. (100 mg of THC) 



Marijuana / Cannabutter 
Marijuana  Marijuana in cheesecloth 



Marijuana / Cannabutter 
 Butter  Water added to the 

butter 



Marijuana / Cannabutter 
Marijuana cooking in 
butter or coconut oil 

Refrigerate and then release 
water from butter 



Pot Brownies – danger! 

It takes 30 to 90 minutes to feel the affects of edible THC 



Why edibles are dangerous 
 It is difficult to regulate the amount of THC in an 

edible. 

 

 The absorption time is greater than smoking so the 
user becomes impatient and ingest more than is 
required. 

 

 The body processes marijuana that has been smoked 
differently than marijuana that has been eaten.  

 

 



Edibles vs Smoking 
 Edibles get digested and metabolized in the liver and 

change the 9-THC to a more potent form of 11-THC. 
Edibles usually  provide more of a psychedelic effect 
and the high may last from 4 to 10 hours. The affects 
are felt within 45 minutes to 120 minutes. (30 to 90 
minutes) 

 Smoking marijuana bypasses the liver initially and 
goes directly from the lungs to the brain. The effects 
are felt within minutes and do not last as long. (45 min 
to 3 hours) 

 (Understanding Marijuana author Mitch Earleywine, a professor of psychology at the 
State University of New York at Albany) 

 



New – Magical Butter 
No smell Just add the ingredients 

Cost $175.00 



Strainer and final THC butter 



Signs of marijuana use 
 Bloodshot eyes and dilated pupils – visine or eye drops 

 Odor – cigars, incense, air fresheners 

 Hand and eyelid tremors 

 Dry mouth 

 Increase heart rate and Lower blood pressure 

 Confusion – difficulty with problem solving 

 Dizziness 

 Distorted time 

 Some users may become temporarily incapacitated  

 



National Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA) 

 

 Marijuana also affects brain development. When 
people begin using as teenagers, marijuana may 
reduce thinking, memory, and learning functions and 
how the brain builds these connections. 

 

 https://www.drugabuse.gov 



Short Term Effects of Marijuana 
Marijuana use by youths, 12 to 18 years old, has resulted in the number one 

reason for visits to the emergency room. (2014 in RI) 
 



National Institute on Drug Abuse 



Effects of Marijuana on Performance 

Dr. Gary Wadler, a New York University School of Medicine professor and lead author of 
the book "Drugs and the Athlete", 



Help keep marijuana from our 
children. 



Informational websites 
 NIDA.gov 

 SAMHSA.gov 

 Drugabuse.gov 

 Drugfreeworld.org 

 PhD Bertha Madras, Department of Psychiatry at 
McLean Hospital 

 Streetdrugs.org 

 Thecannabis.com 

 Mayoclinic.org 

 OJJDP.gov 

 

 



State of Rhode Island  
 United States Attorney Peter Neronha   

 United States Attorney’s Office, District of Rhode 
Island  

 

 Investigator David Neill 

 United States Attorney’s Office 

  

 Coordinator Heidi Driscoll  

 South Kingstown Partnership for Prevention,  

 

 

 


